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reſent I have no new thing, nor a \ ng elſe to declare, 
—— then what you have heard from Ar from 

our dear brethren, the faichſul ſervancs o 
I cannot omit to write theſe few lines unto 2 which may ſerve 
for a token of our peculiar fellowſhip, and feeling one of another, 
in that whereby we are ſo often made ſenſible one of another. 
Oh ! bleſſed be the Lord, who through his unſpeakable love and 
infinite mercy, hath made us ſo often ſenfible of that from which 
the world is alienated, and of which ic is ignorant, ( to wit) the 
revelation of his holy eternal ſpirit, and divine power in us, 
through which we could have no peace day nor night, while we 
walked in the dayes of our ignorance, alienated from him, in 
the time of our nakedneſſe and miſery, but he often revived his 
own ſpirit, as a living witneſſe in our conſcience, to the repro- 
ving, convincing, and judging of us, for our known, and ſome 
then unknown corruption of our hearts; beſides, often did he 
wich friendly exhortation, beget ſuch good, ſtrong, and preti- 
ous defires after himſelf, and after the redemption from the gar- 
ment of fin, the old garment of the fleſh; and not alone fo, but 
often hath he powerfully drawn us, yea, and in a manner con- 
ſtrained to ſubjection, obedience, and fulfilling of his will and 
commands; and this hath he done of himſelf, not onely when 
we have found no power in our (elves, nor of our ſelves, but alſo 
when our hearts have in a manner conſented to the evil, and 
cur minds in ſome meaſure captivated by the enemy, yea, he 
himſelf in ſuch a time, I fay, hath kept us from the evil, when 
we cur felves, nor no man elſe could not preſerve us. And in 
this manner hath he thus very meekly handled wich us, when we 
daily reſiſted his ſpirit through diſobedience, and when, and 
that almoſt perpetually , works were brought forth which 
grieved his ſpirit, nevertheleſſe through his unſpeakable mer- 
cy hath he as it were looked over them things, and hath 
reached over them to his own ſeed, and hath ſought to 
raiſe and revive that, and hath tenderly nurtured and che- 


Tiſhed ir, as a mother nurtures her child, or as à hen her 


chickens, 
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And now oh his mercy / that he ſhould even chaſe us as the firſt 
ſruite, from among ſo many thouſande;yea ten thouſan3s, which 
are yet walking in the enmity, and alienated from him that 
gives them breath and life, and who hath borg with them 
until this very day, againſt which they have heape4 up a 
treaſure of wrath through their diſobedience and obſtinacy, 
in which condicion they are often cut off, and ſo reward- 
ed according to their work. And if the Lord had dealt fo 
with us, how could we have accuſed him?nay in the depth of our 
miſery muſt we have juſtified his Judgmen's. But oh! how cone 
tratily yea how fatherly, how genily, and how graciouſly hath 
he dealt with us? what tongue with words can declare the 
fame? oh the depth of his mercy, and unſpeakable goodneſſe 
yea, the conſideration of the ſame doth ſo overcome the hearts 
of bis children, that often times they cannot expreſſe that 
which they ſee and feel that the Lord hath done for them, 
and now through the ſame love and free grace hath he cal- 
led us out of the world, and ſeparated us from the ſame 
through his power, which in a great meaſure hath redeem- 
ed us from the ſame in many reſpe&s, both inyardly and out- 
wardly, and having ſhewed and opened unto- us a place of 
holineſſe, in which, as we abide, we ſhall be kept unſpotted 
from the world, And all, yea all this, hath the Lord done 
tor our good, that he might have cauſe to manifeſt his love the 
more unto us, and to make us -partakers of his heavenly ver- 
tues, yea, of his fulneſſe, of his love, peace, joy, conſolation, 
and gladaeſſe in his holy ſpirit, of his long ſuffering loving 
kindneſſe, forbearance and mercy, yea in ſhort to make us parta- 

kers of his own nature. 
And many who have taken to heart this acceptable day of 
{riendly viſitation, and time of great mercy, and have eſteemed 
the day of grace more precious than all that is in the world, 
yea, than their own life, and who alſo bave continued ſtedfaſt 
in che time of tryal, for ſo cerrainly as the Lord hath ordained 
a gracious and merciful day of vilitation, ſo aſſuredly bath 
he prepared a time of trial; and I fay, theſe that have continued 
ſtedfaſt in the ſame, and through the ſame have been confirmed 
in the Lord, oh how well is it with them, yea, how well is it 
with ſuch > but on the contrary. thoſe who have not * 
| the 
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the day of viſitation, which was for their good, but have de. 
ſpiſed the ſame, and careleſly have let it paſſe by, not ſufficient- 
ly laying to heart their eternal peace, nor confidering how ten- 
detly the Lord hath dealt with them and born with them, 
and how fatherly he hath cared for them; yea, if it had b:en 
poſſible, ard that they had been worthy, he would have con- 
ſtrained them to have entred into his reſt : but alas! they 
looking at the viſibles, and not giving up their old and evil ac- 
cuſtomed life to the Judgment which was ſo near unto them, and 
ruling in them, ſhunning the Croſs, and following the vain 
imaginations of their hearts, and the luſts of the world, and ſo 
have let the day of their viſitation, which was out of love urs 
to them, paſſe aver their heads. Oh! in what a miſerable con- 
dition have they remained, and what a precious thing have they 
negleQed ? but yet a greater wiſery is to be obſet ved, which is 
come over {ome ſuch which have not abſalutely refuſed the day 
and time of their gracious vilitation, but embraced the ſame 
with joy, being powerfully convinced of the truth of God in 
their own conſciences, that all that the Lord wrought in them 
and for them, was for their good; for whoſe preſervation the 
Lo:d even fought to do what he knew neechul to be done, yea, 
even as for us; whereby they have alſo been conſtrained to for- 
ſake much for the truths ſake, and have błen ſometimes a good 
ſavour to the ſame, and their ſervicee was once before theLord not 
very unacceptable, ſo long as they remained little before him, and 


and little in their cwn eyes, when their hearts were broken and 


tender, and when they were ſingle before the Lord, and given 
up to his will, and fo long as they did not turn their eye back- 
ward, but remained diligently waiting in the daily Croſſe, and 
in the love of the ſame, and when they had put on the ſame 
as a garment, and as a breaſt-plate before their breaft, and as a 
girdle upon their loyns, had girded it, in which time of theic 
tenderneſſe and fruictulnifle; the Lord found cauſe to manifeſt 
his large love unto them, and very much open ſome of them, 
and enlighten the eyes of their underſtandings, and pgav* :'::m 
knowledge and wiſdome, and in a great meaſure gifcec ther 
with aw hority and courage, even to the admiration of thei: 
enemies, who had ſought to provoke them to reſiſt that truth 
which they bore teftimeny of, but often had the power over 

them, 
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them, yea, to tread upon the imagined wiſdome of. the wiſe as 
upon dung, and to ling tbe ſong of triumph over them; theſe 
and many more remarkable things hath the Lord brought to 
paſſe concerning them, and often in ſuch a condition hath 
he made them ſenſible of his grace and mercy, of his kindneſle 
and love, of conſolation and refreſhment, yea, in ſhort, of the 
powers and vertues of the world to come, without end, and of 
the everlaſting Judgment, ſo that one might ask, what hath not 
the Lord done tor them? or what hath the Lord omitted to do, 
that he ſhauld have done for them ? ſo that it hath not in any 
wile been wanting on the Lords part: but alas! now when they 
had gotten ſome wiſdome, yet nevertheleſſe through the grace of 
God, in ſuch a time when they were as fools in their own eyes, 
yea, as ignorant fools, not knowing any ching; and when they 
were become ſenſible, and partakert of ſeveral good gifts in the 
time of their cenderneſſe, and when they were little in their own 
eyes, and when they kept cloſe to che light, and loved the daily 
Croſs ; But oh! not ſtedfaſtly abiding upon the watch in the 
light and fear of the Lord, until that the Lord thould be pleaſed 
to become all in all in them, and until that he had totally con- 
ſumed him that had the power of death ( to wit) Satan, and that 
they might have learned to have known him and all his devices, 
ſubtile deceivinge, and deceivable e ppearances; therefore have 
they been threugh his cunning ſnares and ſubtilcies detained, and 
as an untimely birth, have not been brought forth unto life; for 
as Satan is «xceeding cunning, and goes continually about ſeek» 
ing whom he may devour, even fo is he an utter enemy to mans 
peace with the Lord, and {ecks upon divers manners how he may 
obſtruct che ſame , yea, even as the Lord is labouting night and 
day for mans preſervation to judge the evil, and afterwards to 
ſhew mercy, even fo is Satan buſie night and day to accompliſh 
that which he hath determined. And although there was a time 
wherein he could not eaſily ſeduce them, yet did he not deſpair 
corcernirng them, but tcok his opportunity, and appeared to 
them when they had taken up ſome relt in a more glorious form, 
aud changed-his countenance, as if he had been an angel of light, 


ſeeking to imirate in mation and appearance, that which before 


had proceed: d through the power from the life, yes, even as the 
Magicians of Egypt who through their witchcraft could imitate 
much 
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much of that which was done by the power of che Lord, even fo 
this deceivable ſeducer, And on the other hand, cven as Iſrael 
through the a hand of the Lord was redeemed out of Egypt, 
for whom the Lord had done ſuch wonderful things, nevertheleſs 
this being but a little over, and they not imprinting all thoſe things 
which the Lord had done for them in thelc te:rts, then were ima + 
ges ſoon made, and Idols ſet up, and then they ſaid, Behold Iſrael, 
theſe are thy gods which have brought thee up ont of the land of Egypt; 
and even ſo was it with them before mentioned, when Sitan had 
drawn their minds from the watch in the light, and they being 
become wiſe in their own eyes, hearkened to the imaginations and 
inventions of theic own hearts,and then did they make unto th:m+ 
ſelves Images of the very fineſt gold, ſay ing in their hearts to them, 
theſe are your Gods; but he who is a very jealous God, will not 
have any god ſerved, honoured, nor worſhipped, beſides himſelf, 
who in a ſhort time hath manifeſted ſuch unſpeakable grace, mer- 
cy, and goodneſs to them, he beheld this their preſent condition 
with much ſympathizing and heavineſs over them, and ſought 
wich great kindneſs, in much long ſuffering and tenderneſs, to 
warn them from them, ſometimes powerfully convincing them 
of his truth in their own conſciences, {and oftentimes making 
chem ſenfible of the danger which they are in, in laying theic 
heart and condition clearly open before them, ſceking then triend- 
ly to reprove or to judge that which will not be ſubject to his 
ſpirit; but alas! che Judgment was become heavy to them, yea too 
heavy, eſpecially to che perverſe part, and the Croſs was become 
bitter, and there being yet ſomething remaining ever in them 
not yet mortified, nor wholly forfaken; and though the ſame 
could not wholly reign nor have the dominion, while they were 
tender before the Lord, loved the Croſs, and abode i n the light, 
yet nevertheleſs hath ic afterwards encreaſed, and is become 
ſtrong, until that it finally did ſufficiently get the dominion again. 

But ob, what hath the Lord born with them? and bow graci- 
ouſly and mercifully hath he handled with them, and laboured 
with them for to bring them off ſrom it; yea, how hath he la- 
boured with them, and not alone the Loi d, but alſo his Children 
and faithful ſervants, who alſo being conſtrained through love, 
were very diligent in watching over them, for the beſt, as in the 
truth it became them, in much watchfulneſſe, te n nd 
Wild om 
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wiſdom, but their minds being +8 out through the ſubtilty 
of the enemy, from the light, life, and feeling of che Unity, and 
an evil ſharp eye that looked out, being opened in them, then 
did they ſeek to pervert every thing to the worſt ſence that was 
done by thoſe who ſimply and uprightly, from their very heart 
feared the Lord, whether in their dealing with chem, or towards 
them, or otherwiſe, And when the evil and perverſe eye was 
opened in them, then did prejadice and hard thoughts creep in 
againſt their Neighbours, which when it was let in, encreaſed as 
a Canker, and hath done much harm in them, by bereaving them 
of the feeling they once had of the truth of God, and ot chem 
that walked in it; and they thus hardning their necks againſt 
the Lord and his precious ſervants, nor not will ng to remain 
ſubject to the Spirit of the Lord in themſelver, which had exceed- 
ingly ſtriven with them to bow them to ſubjection, nor not be- 
ing willing to forſakethat which was ſo dear to them, which yet 
remained in them unmortified, which having again gotten pow - 
er and fireng'b, the Lord hath finally ceaſed firiving with them, 
and hath given them up to themſelves, and to their own wille, 
and hath left them to themſelves; and thus were they at laſt 
made veſſels of wrath, notwitbſlanding the great and unſpeak- 
able Icng-ſuffering of the Lord, that the Lord might manifeſt 
bis power and righteouſneſſe upon them; and ſome of them are 
made already ſo ſad, dreadfa), and lamentable eximples, whoſe 
miſery is unſpeakable, and whoſe recovery is nor to be expected. 
Oh miſerable above all miſery l much better ic had been for them 
that they had never known the truth of God, | | 

And my dear unfeignedly beloved friends, ſeeing it hath 
pleaſed the Lord, aſter his fo great and long ſuffering, forbearance 
and patience, ſo to reveal his righteouſneſs upon ſome, as before 
mentioned, who have not remained in ſubjectien to his Spirit un- 
to the end. 

On let this then ſerve as a living example unto us, left that any 
of us at any time ſhould be found in the like unbeliet and unfaith- 
tulneſs, and that the Lord therefore ſhonld uſe the like righteous 
ſeverity ag:inſt u-, which he hath done unto them; for what 
are we more then they, if our minds ſhould come to be drawn 
out, and alienated from the grace of God in our ſelves, whereby 


we have had ſuch a feeling of the Lord, of his truth, and of 


thoſe 


(9) 
thoſe that walk in the ſame? 1 lay, i that Satan through his ſub» 
tilty ſhould come to ſcatter our minds from the feeling thereof 
in our ſelves, what ſhould we then be better then they? but it 
would be more like that ſuch miſery and wrath ſhould be ſuffered 
to come upon us, as is come upon them, 

And now, ſeeing that it is io, that the mind can be ſo eaſily 
moved ard drawn out from that in which the Immutability con · 
ſiſteth, through the manifold temptations, nares; dꝭceivable ſubtil - 
tits, and ſubtile ſeducings of Satan; even as its poſſible the moi 
have found by experience in themfelves . Let us therefore keep 
perpetually in the light in our own particulars, heartily loving, 
embracing, cleaving unto, and unicing our minds to ix ; for that 
ſame that convinced us in the beginning of our ſins and unrigh + 
teouſneſe, is the ſame that muſt preſerve us to the end, for in the 
lame is lite, mercy, and peace; and through being preſerved ho · 
Hly in the ſame, we become partakefs of the vertues of eternal 
life, as they are in Chriſt Jeſus; for through the light hath che 
Lord opened our underſtandings, and in the light have we'ſcen 
and felt the fulneſs of grace, and through the ſame the unſpeak- 
able metcy of the Lord is perpetuated, which every morning is 
renewed to his Children who continually in his fear, and in his 
light do wait upon him, calling upon him in his light, praying, 
prayſing, and thanking cf him for his unſpeakable love, grace 
and*merey whith he ſo often and abundantly hach manitefted 
to them; whereby they are often overcome in themſelves, and 
conſtrained to humble themſelves before the Lord, in true ten- 
derneſs; brokenneft; ſimplicity, and uprighcneſs of their hearts, 
from the bottom of the ſame, to gloriſie his holy Name, 

Oh, my friends; how doth my foul long for alÞyour eſtabliſh- 
ment in the truth, according to your faithfulnefſe and upright- 
neſſe of heart, and after your ſimplicity, ſingleneſſe and tender- 
neſſe before the Lord? chat you might be exalted and eſtabliſhed 
above all that which would ariſe to hinder you in your 
precious-rmmning and holy intent, that you therefore might be 
found ſtedfaſt and diligent, keeping your watch in the light, 
that he who goes about continually as a roaring Lian ſceking whom 
be mgbt devote, might never have cauſe thtough any of his ſub- 
tilties through deceir, to trap or enſnare any of you, and that 
before you your ſelves be aware of it; or by bringing one thing 
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or other into your hearts, 18 to trouble and diſtutb you, 
and to ſpend your time, and through ſuch occaſions may ſeek to 
draw your minds from the light, and from watching in the 
ſame, even as he hath done with ſome who had neglected the 
watch in the light, over whom he hath gotten power, they ha- 
ding made ſhipwrack of faith and of a good conſcience, having ſcat- 
rered that which once with diligence they had gathered, and 
baviog loſt that which once they were ſeiifible of, ſo wich the 
Dig os to Bit vomit again, and with the Sow that was waſhed,, 
to her wallowing in the mire again, and that after they were in mea- 
ſure waſhed. * 1 

And though in che beginning of their Apoſtacy and degent- 
ration — credit = >. who ſought co make them 
believe, or rather to imagine, that they ſhould be no leſſe then 
they were before, nor then the people of the Lord, but chat 
they ſhould be more perſect, and become better, holier, perfe&- 
er, fimpler, uprighter and faichfuller then theſe who ſimply 
wa'ked in the truch, and more eſtabliſhed in it; but finally, it 
became manifeſt what Satan was determined to do with them, 
and the ſame to manifeſt it, when they could hide that no longer 
which was grown up in their boſomes, when that came co break 
out which they had for a long time ſecretly hidden. 

Oh that Satan ſhould ever ſo far prevail over any:and now that 
the like might not come to paſſe concerning any of us, who are yet 
ſenfible of the grace of God in cur ſelves, and of his everlaſting 
and unchangeable truth in our own particulars, therefore is my 
heart ſo oſten tutned to the Lord, and poured forth before him, 
praying for the ſalvation of Iſrael, and for all in /ſrael chat are 
of a tender and broken heart, that Satan might not in any wiſe 
bereave them of their ſimplicity in the light, ot of their tender 
neſſe to the truth; yea, becauſe of this, for the truths ſake, is my 
life often poured forth before the Almighty Father, praying and 
intetceding in much travel, ſweating and waking night and day, 
that the Lord might be pleaſed through his an«xpreſlible grace 
and fatherly mercy, to obſtruct thzt which Satan hath purpoſed 


and determined; for this I may ſay plainly, he hath not yet cea - 
ſed, neither baih ke yer deſpaiced,' ne ther is he who is the accu - 
ler of the brethren, caſt out of all, but goes get about, as a devon- 
ring Lion, ſeeking whons he may di vonr. Oh therefore my dearly 
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beloved and pretious Friends, is 2. exceeding needful to keep 
our hearts perpetually in the light, upon the watch, to the Lord 
in —_ and ſimplicity, that nothing but the Lord alone, 
and his work and tiuth might have the poſſeſſion in our 
hearts? 

And whatſcev r Satan ſhould propound, or ſeek to make you 
believe, thereby to take an occaſion to draw out your minds 
from the light, and from the grace of God in your (elves, regard 
him not, nor look not at his temptations nor enticements, nei- 
ther unice your minds unto the ſame, for otherwiſe you might be 
enſnared before you were aware; but look upon the Lord and 
his light, which manifefts his temptations, and joyn you unto 
the ſame, for therein is the preſervation and ſalvation, and in 
the ſame is there power enough to preſerve you from the tempra- 
tions, that you be not overcome with the ſame, nor with the ſub- 
— of the enemy, much leſs th. t you ſhould periſh in 

em. 

And ſo my Friend, keep cloſe to the Lord in your own con- 
dicions, and do not eafily let in any thoughts againſt any, or 
concerning any matter, for thereby might you come ealily to 
negle& the watch in the light, whereby the enemy might ſeck 


an occaſion to draw cut yuur minds frum the light, and to ali - 


enate you frum it, and then ſh uld he have an opportunity to 
perſect his work, which he would willingly perfect; and if 
th s ariſe, what ſort ſoever they are, or whatſoever happen, 
or what things ſoever are brought into your Minds, well, be cir- 
cumſpeR in all things, and be not too forward in any thing, nei- 
ther give too much place too ſuddenly io any thing in the mind, 
for thereby ſome have ſuffered loſs, but whatſoever appeares or 
comes up, receive it not too ſuddenly, but bring it tothe light of 
the Lord, that it may be thereby weighed and tried. And if any thing 
at any time be found in any of you, by the light of the Lord not to be 
pute not to proceed from the life, wat ch againſt it, and give it no place 
but judg it out with the ground from whence it proceeds, and tread 
it under your feet; for if you ſh Id be ſlick in wholly forſaking of it, 
in judging of it in the ground, and not preſently to reject it. after that 
it is through the grace of God opened and ſhewed to you not to be of 
him, nor of his Spirit, but to be a deceivable temptation of the enemy 
and yer never the leſs, 1 ſay, through negligence and mein 
| ſuffer 
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offer it to hacbout in you, oh this is very dangerous, which ſome wich 
ſortow to theĩt · great prejudice have found by experience hen it had 
gotten the d6minion over chem, and had occaſioneda deſolation be- 
fore they were aware- 17 3010 „ Ae 5 

And ſeeing the power of my love is ſo ſtrong, through which Jam 
often made with tears to intercede unto the Lord for all your preſer- 
vation, therefore is my heart the more open to you; neithet᷑ can I con- 
ceal from you the manifold cunning devices, and ſubtil deceits of Sa- 
tan, through which he hath ſo ſadly overcome ſome, and alſo what he is 
determined yet to do, if chat he can find any from the watch in the 
light, and from the grace of God in themſelves;for indeed this I muſt 
once more ſay, neither can I well omit it, to wit, that Satan goes yet a- 
bout ſeeking wherein, whereby and who he may deceive. And the Lord 
knows how it ſhould tend to my comfort, eaſe and refreſhmenc in him, 
if that it were poſſible that ye all might be ſpared for to inherit life 
everlaſting: yea truly I do not know any one thing that would be more 
acceptable to me, or that could refreſh me more in the Lordi then your 
ſtedfaſtneſs, faithful neſs and eſtabliſhment in the truth; and therefore 
J ſay.is my heart ſo open to you, and tender over you 5 neither can 
conceal from you what Satan hath determined, hoping. that pezzdven- 
ture it may tend to your peace. . | n 

And now having declared that which for a long time hath been bes 
fore me, and hope to return to my reſting place, not knowing but that 
I have done that which was required of me. So the Almighty Father 
and preſerver of life keep you all, that you may be ſtedfaſtiy eſſabliſned 
for to ſtand unmcveably in his truth to the end, to the praiſe of him 
that hath called you. 


Tranſlated in love tothe Brethren Your dear Friend, aui tender 
nom in true love I ſalute, Brotber in the fellumſpip of 
' and intheſame do reſt, their the Goſpel of life, | 


* 


entire Brother, & 
P. Hendricke: 
W. C. richer 


a Amſterdam, the 6th of the 11th- Moneth. 1664. 
THE EN P. 
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